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the cotton textile centres are located in or around the most
important cotton producing region of India. Theoretically the
industry can very well be located nearer the centres of con-
sumption, and from this point of view the development of
cotton textile industry in the plains of northern India is very
inadequate in spite of the fact that it has become the most
wide-spread mill-industry of India. The position of the glass
industry is nearly similar. Its excessive concentration near
the deposits of raw materials is not very sound theoretically.
On account of the fragile nature of glass the industry can
advantageously be located near the centres of consumption.
A review of the dispersion of industries during the inter-war
years (1918-1939) indicates that textile (cotton, woollen and
silk), soap, match and cement industries have shown marked
dispersion along with their growth. The dispersion of sugar
industry outside the U. P. and Bihar, the region of its heaviest
concentration, has been mainly governed by the extension of
irrigation facilities. With the development of irrigation faci-
lities, as a consequence of the progress of the multi-purpose
river valley projects and pumping schemes, the tendency to-
wards dispersion is likely to be accelerated. Leather, paper,
glass and chemical industries have also manifested a tendency
towards dispersion along with their expansion. Even the
highly centralized jute industry has shown some dispersion.
A few mills have been established in Bihar, the U. P. and
the C. P. The decentralization trends exhibited by different
industries should be carefully examined and encouraged in
order to achieve a better regional distribution of industries.
It has been already mentioned that decentralization movement
is the offspring of the electric power and the roadway. The
Central and Provincial Governments have formulated very
ambitious schemes of electrification and road development
and the best way to help the decentralization movement is
to execute the power and road development plans with all pos-
sible determination and energy.
For the establishment of industrial units in new centres
the existence of local financial institutions and the availability
of people possessing necessary industrial and commercial ex-
perience and initiative are essential. In this connexion the
story of the dispersion throughout India of a class of people